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DASHBOARD — LAB: HOW TO ADD OVERLAY
SECTIONS TO YOUR INFOPATH FORM

Did you know you can make your InfoPath form look & feel like a modern web
application?

Want to learn how to add modern web design approaches to your InfoPath form?

Here’s a cool technique of adding a semi-transparent overlay section to your
InfoPath form.

Requirements:

e SharePoint Environment (Online or On-premise)
e InfoPath (2010 or higher) T
*  GRules . ] —

e FormsViewer

Approved
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Rejected
Submitted
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ADD THE OVERLAY SECTION

This guide assumes that you will be adding an overlay section to a pre-existing form
injected with qRules.

Steps:

1. Open your form in design mode (right click on the form and click design) — We
highly recommend keeping a backup of the form in case something doesn’t turn
out well, and sometimes it just feels like it’s easier to start from scratch rather
than fixing the issue, or if you would just want to revert back to an earlier form
version.

2. Add the Root Section of your form as a Section to the bottom-most section of
your form (right click and drag to canvas)

Drag a field to add it to the form.

Fields:
Main v
e ———
€l i ExpenseReport DashboaBag

= [ Formlogic
& stop
/‘ (3] debug
(& toggleHelp
® (=] SortBy
® [ DateRange
# (7 Filters

[E] Section with Controls

ﬂ Paging

3.
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Inside this section, add a Calculated Value
[—
Objects
[ Button {a] picture Button fx Calculated Value

I;I Picture

I_‘Q| File Attachment

Containers

I:I Section @ Option{

[-; Repeating Table Choice
Custom

B} Paging

A o

Calculated Value

Insert a control that displays
read-only data such as text, the
value of a field, or the result of a
formula based on an XPath
expression.

Insert the text “// Overlay Section”

Calculated Value Properties

General Display Size

Advanced

O Data source

@ Text
// Overlay Section
Result

Format as: |Text v

Format..

Cancel Apply
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This will help us locate the overlay section when we configure the XSL style sheet

later.

5. Inside the FormLogic group, add a hidden field called “overlay” inside this section

Fields v X
Drag a field to add it to the form.
Fields:

Main v

=l |7 ExpenseReport_Dashboard '
& stop
(2] debug
(2] toggleHelp
# (=] SortBy
4 |7 DateRange
] overlay

# [ Filters

overlay (Field)
Data type: string
Default value: [none]

|
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6. Next, add or determine which buttons should trigger the overlay display

For this guide, we’ll add a * button for the search section and use the g date
range button which was added previously — each button will open up a separate
overlay section.

7. On each overlay button, rename the button ID with a meaningful name in the
button properties — this will help us locate the buttons later when we edit the xsl

Picture Button Properties
*,

General Sjze Advanced Browserforms

stylesheet.

Button
Action:
Rules and Custom Code
1D:
overlay_search

o Edit Form Code...
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8. Add an action rule for each button to set the overlay field added in step 6 to

9.

meaningful or specific values for each overlay section:

In the overlay section on the form, drag the Search section and Date Range filter

section.
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A "
Fields v %
Drag a field to add it to the form.
Fields:
Main v

=/ |7 ExpenseReport_Dashboard
(= |7 FormLogic
] stop
(2] debug
(] toggleHelp
® (] SortBy

Rule Details

Action:

Set a field's value

Value:

search f

// Overlay Section

Rules v
Picture Button ERy Uf;_[h X
=

I Set overlay

New v

Details for:
Set overlay
Condition:

None - Rule runs when button is clicked
Rule type:

Action
Run these actions: * Add ¥

Set a field's value: overlay = “search”

[J Don't run remaining rules if the condition
of this rule is met

Start Date End Date

om

Employee Name ! Manager | Status | [
o] ® V[ select... oV o@|
[ searcn |
o

Date Range Filter

ofm
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10. Add aformatting rule that hides each section with a condition based off the value Create a New Folder if you don’t have one yet, and export the source files

of the overlay field.
Browse For Folder

Sowuon version:

| Software Copyright © 2006-2018

=
Drag afield to add it to the form. Filters

Fields: P - Choose a folder where you want to store forms and their
: assodated files, such as the X5D schema and X50LT views,

Filters (Co|
° ‘ @ g Expense Report 03.13.2018.10 ~
Search B New v
=Jrciie Expense Report Dashboard - overlay
- ici
o B o Fitters <] [Hide Expense_Report_Policies
] Name
Range Filter el o — Forminstaller
e s : :
AEEEE - ShEa oo FormnsViewer - InfoPath Overlay Guide
Formattin - i o
ermatng FormsViewer Training - Day 1
Formatting: * : o5
o7 [ule|a FormsViewer Training - Day 1 - docs
hidden FV_Expense_Report Dashboard - 2018032
MTPartNQ_Dashboard 20180307b
DO SO Users to insert or delete this control
< >

Note that the values being set by each overlay button must correspond to this Folder: B et b oy

hide/show section logic. R S
Make Mew Folder Cancel

11. When done, Save your form.

12. Next, go to File tab > Publish > Export Source Files

Export
™ Export Source Files
Save as a folder containing form template component files.
Export
Source Files
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13. Inside the Source File folder, locate the XSL file for the current view we are editing TSI tenp et
. . . . <xsl:templateé match="my:ExpenseReport Dashboard!
—to determine this, at the InfoPath form’s Page Design tab look under View: <div title="" class="xdSection xdRepeating”" STys ZToP: Opt:
BORDER-RIGHT: Opt; WIDTH: 1001px; BORDER-BOTTOM: Opt; BORDER-LEFT: Opt:
MARGIN: auto auto Opx" a n="]left" xd d="CTRL114" xd:xctname=
"Section" tabIndex="-1" igetIndex="0">
View: = |3 New View ~ = [re— > W"P 0:) manifest.xsf <div><span ti it - xdExpressionBox xdDataBindingUI" tabIndex=
f\?ewudefaun) 5 & _ | Documents |&] myschemauxsd "-1" xd:Ctrl ="CTRL115" xd:xctname="ExpressionBox" xd:disableEditing=
S 1 pae Lavout | —— — —— —_— EH overlay.css . . i
[ Properties () Pegesetup__ . & Downloads & |y' nyes" xd g="&quot:// Overlay Section&quot;:">
Views T\E};m“;n st Favorites ;‘;:.:ij; <xsl:attribute name="style">FONT-FAMILY: Segoe UI; WIDTH:
e &u;'"g’ int Settings || Eage Setup # Links } Qdabra.Tools Rul 998px; FONT-WEIGHT: bold: COLOR: #00b050;<xsl:choose>
. g_ B Loca! Settings % QdabraRulesxm <xsl:when test="1">DISPLAY: none; caption: Hide
View name: MicrosoftEdgeBackups él QdabraRules.xsd </%sl:when>
. e TG .y D Music 02 sampledataxml &l%a1:chooses
[ Design view for InfoPath Filler on #rMy.Documents BN styles.css - t .
DB!ﬂ:-only % 2 Netood e _ 62 templateam /xsl:attribute :
. ~~Cl@viewisl \) <xsl:value-of s :t="&quotl:// Overlay Section&quot :I"/i>
Background % OneDrive MW ] &
[0 sk s pacigiotnd ety 27items 1 item selected 81.7KE </span>
</div>
<div><xsl:apply-templates select="my:Filters" mode="_30"/>
</div>
The initial view in any IP form is going to be view1.xsl, and most people just rename ::‘rd;'zf:‘::«/:fsl:apply—cemplaces select="my:FormLogic/my:DateRange" mode=
it w/out thinking. </div>
</div>
. . . . . </xsl:template>
In case you’ve renamed your view in InfoPath and you cannot find the XSL file which —
matches the view’s name, then it’s most probably the default view1.xsl which cannot
be renamed. Take note of the mode value.
14. Open the XSL file using a text editor (such as note pad) If you can’t find “// Overlay Section”, you may have opened the wrong XSL file. Check
15. Locate the “// Overlay Section” text created earlier (step 4) each view XSL until you find the “//Overlay Section” text.
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16. Search for the <div> element which contains the mode value from the previous
step. In this case, the mode value is _28

</tr>
</tbody>
</table>
</div>
<div align="center">gXSiiapply-templates sclect="." m&de="_215"/>
</div>
<div> </div>
</body>
</html>
</xsl:template>
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b. Add the <div> element IDs above the xsl apply template:

<div id="overlay">
v id="gyerlayseckion">
<div ="center"><xsl:apply-templates select="
/dix
/div

." mode="_28"/></div>

17. Enclose the <div> element with the following IDs:

<div id="overlay">

<div id="overlaysection">

If you are unfamiliar with XSL (eXtensible Stylesheet Language), follow these steps:

a. Align the div element enclosing the xsl apply template

c. Match each <div> element ID with a closing </div> tag below (see image

above)

6)

18. Locate the buttons which should trigger the overlay display (buttons from step

Lapblic,
/.LI.L‘./ >
<div align="center">gXSITapply=templates sclect=".
</div>
<div><xsl:apply-templates select="my:FormLogic/€my:debug" mode="__

1e="BORDER-BOTTOM-COLOR: ">

v ali

="false" style="BORDER-TOP: medium none; HEIGHT:

gn="right">£button title="" class="xdPictureButton"

medium none; WIDTH: 32px; BORDER-BOTTOM: medium none; BORDER

none; MARGIN: 1px" xd:HideInPr

xd:xctname="PictureButton" tab
<img style="HEIGHT: 32px; WIDTH: 100%; POSITION:
="btn_search.png" xd:HoverSRC=""/>
</butdton>
</div>

</td>

static"

contentEditable

32px; BORDER-RIGHT:

medlum

="true" xd:CtrlIq="overlay search"
o"3

al

It should look similar to this:

<div align="ecenter"><xsl:applv-templates select="." m:d&=“_28“i}didiv}

19. At the button element, insert an onclick event: onclick="on()"
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‘:b'-ltt‘:‘nit'—e=“ " class="xdPictureButton" contentE

Note: If you are adding an onclick event to a button, you might get confused by the
type of element used. Here’s how a Picture Button and a Regular InfoPath Button tags
differ in the xsl:
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23. Addthe overlay.css and overlay.js files (included in the package) as resource files:

EX overlay.css 03/22/2018 9:57 PM  CSS Document
overlay.js 03/22/2018 9:57 PM  JavaScript File

Under the Data tab, click the Resource Files icon and add the files mentioned above:

Picture Button
<button title="" class="xdPictureButton" contentEditable="false" st
BORDER-LEFT: medium none; MARGIN: 1px" xd:CtrlId="overlay pic btn" xd
<img style="HEIGHT: 27px; WIDTH: 100%; POSITION: static" alt
</button>

"BORDER-TOP: medium non

Regular Button
<input title="" cl

xdBehavior_Select

="MARGIN: 1px" type="button"
0" xd:binding="my:field2" xd:

"langFont"

"Button" xd:CtrlId="o
e="1" tabl e

i="CTRL4" xd:xctname="

Add the onclick event to the other buttons — right before the title attribute.

20. Save the XLS stylesheet.
21. Locate the manifest.xsf file within the resource folder
22. Right click > open in Design mode

0= templatexml 03/22/2018 10:30 ...
0:| manifest.xsf 02/22/2018 1020
&) 6ASEEA39.png Open
& 53CF0A45.png Design
\&| 389D965F.png Take Ownership
—
N

HOME  INSERT  PAGE DESIGN DEVELOPER  PRO}
‘B2 Refresh Fields Fj Fﬁ E =
= A [B s B

3 Resource Files

Show! From Web From From SharePoint From Other
Fields & Default Values Service~ SharePoint List Server Sources» Co
Form Data Get External Data

Resource Files

Resource files in the form template:
Delete_btn.png
dialog-close.png
overlay.css Remove
overlay.js
QdabraRules.xml Rename...
styles.css

Export...

¢
OK
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24. Click OK to exit the Resource Files window
25. Load the overlay files on form load using the gRules command LoadResource

a. On the finishedLoading node of the QdabraRules data connection, add a rule
that sets the Command node to the value:

LoadResource /name=overlay.js
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b. Add another action to load the other overlay file:
LoadResource /name=overlay.css

Your set of actions should look like this:

Fields v X Rules
Drag a field to add it to the form. finishedLoading
=
Fields: v
QdabraRules (Secondary) v | Load Overlay CSS
Get Expense Reports
= (9 QdabraRules
8 version*
#° finishedLoading
¥ isSwappingDom*
“ i ®
ﬁ (e:xplres p Rule Details
E omman
=8 Result Action:
8 Success
”_? Error E Set a field's value
& (28 View
# (28 Context Field:
# (9 Form Command
=% QueryDataError
@ (=8 DnsLookup Value:
® (9 ExecutionHistory LoadResource /name=overlay.js

Fields ¥ X ' Rules
Drag a field to add it to the form. finishedLoading B (&
= |
Fields: s
QdabraRules (Secondary) v I Load Overlay CS$
. Get Expense Reports
= (% QdabraRules
(8 version*
(8§ isSwappingDom*
(=8 expires* Nl v
% Command
8 Result
=8 Success Details for:
8 Error Load Overlay CSS
@ 2§ View
# (29 Context Condition:
# (28 Form

(=8 QueryDataError
# (=9 DnsLookup
# (9 ExecutionHistory

None - Rule runs when field changes

Rule type:

Action

Run these actions: *
Set a field's value: Command = "LoadResource /name=overlay.js"

Set a field's value: Command = "LoadResource /name=overlay.css'

[J Don't run remaining rules if the condition of this rule is met
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31. Insert an onclick event which closes the overlay section: onclick="off()"

26. Save your form and upload to FormsViewer.

align="right">

Test your form in FormsViewer and verify the buttons open each overlay section v S
=5 e

<font size="2" face="Calibhri">sbutton
properly: WIDTH: 16px; BORDER-BOTTOM: medium none: ROER=TLEFT: medium none; MAR
i <img style="HEIGHT: 16px; WIDTH: 100%; POSITION: static" alt=",

32. Save the XLS stylesheet.

33. Locate the manifest.xsf file within the resource folder

34. Right click > open in Design mode

35. Save form, re-upload to FormsViewer, and test your form:

/{ Overlay Section

Employee Name Manager Status Expense Date

v] v || setect... v i

| searsh |

®
| EmployesName _____ Manager ________ Sttus ______ExpenseDate __|
27. Backin the form’s overlay section, Add a close dialog button X at the upperright I G| * [select "] ]

most section, underneath the text // Overlay section.
28. Re-name the close dialog x button’s control IDs (see step 8 for reference)
29. Save form and export source files (see step 12 for reference)
30. Locate the close dialog buttons in the XSL stylesheet (see step 18 for reference)
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Optionally, you may choose to edit the overlay layout by editing the overlay.css
stylesheet.

The first section is for the configuration of the overlay background — you can control
the transparency here.

The second section is for the overlay section container — you can change the size,
shape, and background color to your desire.

Adjust the section’s width to suit your form’s measurements and the background
color to your desire:

Employee Name Expense Date
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/* Overlay background */
[Fl#overlay {
position: fixed;
display: none;
width: 100%;
height: 100%;
top: ‘0;
left: 0:
right: 0;
bottom: O0;
background-color: rgba(0,0,0,0.5):
z-index: 2;

=1

/* Overlay container section */
[FEl#overlaysection{
position: absolute:;
top: 40%:;
left: 50%;
width: 810px:
background: #81bdf4:
transform: translate(-50%,-50%)
-ms-transform: translate(-50%,-50%)

/* rounded corners */

-moz-border-radius: 10px;

-webkit-border-radius: 10px;
border: 5px solid #ffffff;
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Qdabra Software
218 Main Street,
Suite 731,

Kirkland, WA 98033

Phone:
Email:
Website:
Community:

877.544.2389
Support@Qdabra.com

http://www.gdabra.com

http://www.infopathdev.com

Q)
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